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The John and Ann Ludby Family  

Chicago Pioneers - 1833-1895 
by Thomas P Haslett  

 
Introduction and Background on the Ludbys Move to Chicago 

 

“The first thing the then young girl saw on landing on the lake shore was a number of 

skulls, bones, and coffins half buried in the sand of the beach; the bones being the remains 

of some soldiers who had died of cholera.”1 

 

Introduction 

 

Settlers arriving by ship in Chicago were met by a foreboding landscape which was a stark 

reminder of the reality of early life in the Chicago of June 1833. John and Ann Ludby, along with 

their five children, arrived from Buffalo, New York aboard the “little sailing vessel Atlanta” in 

late May 1833. In the 1889 obituary of John and Ann’s daughter Mary Ann, it was noted that 

“Upon sighting Fort Dearborn a great storm arose, and three days were passed before a landing 

could be effected; there being then no pier of any kind” and it was not until June 3, 1833 that the 

 
1 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, 14 September 1889, p. 3, c. 3,  

(https://www.newspapers.com/image/33446132 : accessed 26 Jan 2018), Obituary for Mary Ann Draper. 

Chicago History Museum, ICHi-031183 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/33446132
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Ludby family finally set foot on the lakeshore of Chicago.2  It would not be until August of that 

year before Chicago would become a town, much less an actual city. The Treaty of Chicago with 

the Potawatomi Tribe would not be signed until September and the creation of the City of Chicago 

was still 4 years away. A University of Chicago biographical sketch indicated that a young Silas 

B. Cobb, a man who would become an important benefactor of the University, had also been a 

passenger on the Atlanta during that voyage. According to this account, the Atlanta “reached 

Chicago on the twenty-ninth of May. There was no harbor, and a sand bar across its mouth 

prevented ships from entering the Chicago River. The Atlanta therefore came to anchor, perhaps 

half a mile offshore, and the passengers and their baggage were taken ashore in canoes and 

lighters”.3  There is independent evidence supporting the Ludby’s arrival in June from an 1835 

Chicago City Council Proceedings deposition by John Ludby’s son, William. In that deposition 

William testified that “John Ludby employed a person … to build a house near Lot Number Four 

in Block Seven in the Town of Chicago … for which John paid the sum of Forty Dollars. That said 

house was Sixteen feet by Eighteen & was erected about the last of June 1833.”4 The Ludbys 

appeared to be in Chicago to stay. 

 

Background 

 

John and Ann Ludby emigrated with their family from Petworth, in the County of Sussex, England 

in 1819.5 The reasons for leaving their home are not clear, although economic conditions were 

difficult at that time with structural changes due to industrialization and it is possible that John and 

Ann believed their best alternative was to start a new life in North America. John Ludby’s father, 

William Ludby, a shopkeeper in Petworth, was forced into Bankruptcy in 1801 although he 

appeared to have recovered from that setback.6 An announcement in The New Times of London 

on March 26, 1819 may have been a more immediate driver of the decision to emigrate. The 

heading “HORSE and GIG STOLEN” announced “on Wednesday, the 17th of March 25, 1819 a 

Person calling himself ROBINSON, and pretending to be a dealer in Silks, and to sell Tea for 

Smith and Co. of London, hired a Horse and Gig of Mr. William Ludby, of Petworth, in Sussex, 

for four days” and “hath not since returned them.7 While it may be a coincidence, it’s hard not to 

take note that the John and Ann Ludby family was in New York 2 months later8. 

 
2 Ibid. 
3 Thomas Wakefield Goodspeed, The University of Chicago Biographical Sketches: Volume I, (Chicago, Illinois: The 

University of Chicago Press, 1922), pp. 149-156. Silas Bowman Cobb. 
4 "Affidavit of William Ludby in Support of John Ludby's Claim for Wharfing Privileges," 24 November 1835, Filing 

Year 1835/35 File 209A Month/Day 11/25, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833 -1871,” Illinois Regional 

Archives Depository (IRAD), Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. Evidence of John Ludby living in 

Chicago in June 1833. 
5 Kenneth Scott, Early New York Naturalizations, Abstracts of Naturalization Records from Federal, State, and Local 

Courts, 1792-1840, (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1981), pp. 248 - 249. Includes John, 

Ann, Sophia, Rachel and William Ludby. 
6 “Bankrupts,” The Times, London, England, 18 November 1801, p. 2, c. 2, (www.newspapers.com/image/32792593  

: accessed 27 Apr 2019), Bankrupts, William Ludby of Petworth. 
7 “Horse and Gig Stolen,” The New Times, London England, 26 March 1819, No. 5801, p. 1, c. 2, 

(ttps://newspaperarchive.com/london-new-times-mar- 26-1819-p-1/ : accessed 28 Apr 2019), William Ludby Horse 

and Gig Stolen. 
8 Scott, Early New York Naturalizations, pp. 248 - 249.  

http://www.newspapers.com/image/32792593
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Immigration records from the New York Court of Urban Pleas note the arrival of the Ludbys on 

or about June 10, 1819. The record documented the following information about the Ludbys: 

“Ludby, John, b. Petworth, Co. of Sussex, age 25, migr. From Portsmouth, tallow chandler; wife 

Ann, b. town of Leicester, Leicestershire, Eng., age 29; dau. Sophia, b. Petworth, Co. of Sussex, 

aged 4; dau. Rachel, b. Petworth, age 3; son William, b. Petworth, age 15 months.” 9 The Ludbys 

initially settled in New York and John plied his trade as a grocer and tallow chandler there. New 

York City Directories show that the Ludbys lived in the 5th Ward on the southwest portion of 

Manhattan Island in New York City. While the Ludbys did not leave New York for Chicago until 

1833, John Ludby was listed in the yearly New York City directories only through 1824.10 It is not 

clear if he simply stopped having himself listed or if he moved somewhere else and left no footprint 

to identify him in a public record. 

 

While in New York, the Ludby family continued to grow. The 1820 US Census showed the Ludby 

household as consisting of 2 males under the age of 10, 1 male between 18 and 26, 2 females under 

the age 10 and 1 female between 27 and 45 which is consistent with the information about the 

Ludby family when they arrived in 1819 except the 2 males under the age of 10. Only William 

was identified as having arrived in New York which would indicate a new son may have been born 

shortly after their arrival, although there is no record of a second son with them in Chicago. It may 

simply be an error, the death of an infant or someone visiting on the day of the census. 11 Mary 

Ann, the daughter mentioned at the beginning of this account, would have been born in either 1821 

or 1822, in New York as her obituary indicates she was 11 years old when she arrived in Chicago 

in 1833.12 A fourth daughter, Sarah Ludby, who would marry my great great grandfather, Peter 

Haslett in 1839, was born in New York City on May 31, 1823.13 

 

While I have found no records to clarify why John and Ann decided to migrate to Illinois in 1833, 

there are interesting pieces of evidence from the obituaries of John and Ann’s daughters, Mary 

Ann and Rachel which provide clues. John was described as a “sturdy farmer at home” and “even 

on those early days saw the possibilities of the West, and had secured some land in the southern 

 
9 Ibid.  
10 William A. Mercein, "Mercein's City Directory, New-York Register, and Almanac for the Forty-Fifth Year of 

American Independence," (New York, New York: William A. Mercein, 1820), p. 289. John Ludly (sic); Thomas 

Longworth, "Longworth's American Almana,. New-York Register, and City Directory, for the Forty-Sixth Year of 

American Independence," (New York, New York: Thomas Longworth, 1821), p. 280. John Ludby. Thomas 

Longworth, "Longworth's American Almanac, New-York Register and City Directory for the Forty-Seventh Year of 

American Independence," (New York, New York: Thomas Longworth, 1822), p. 290. John Ludby. Thomas 

Longworth, "Longworth's American Almanac, New York Register and City Directory for the 48th Year of American 

Independence" (New York, New York: Thomas Longworth, 1823), p. 289. John Ludby. Thomas Longworth, 

"Longworth's American Almanac, New-York Register, and City Directory, for the Forty-Ninth Year of American 

Independence," (New York, New York: Thomas Longworth, 1824), p. 278. John Ludby. 
11 1820 U.S. Census, New York City, New York County, New York, population schedule, Ward 5, p. 347 (penned), 

John Ludley (sic) household, image, FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : accessed 13 Jun 2019); citing National 

Archives and Records Administration microfilm publication M33 roll 77.   
12 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, 14 September 1889. 
13 Messages between THaslett and McCormickSarahNell1, FamilySearch.org Message stream, 1 July 2017, 

“Following up on Sarah Ludby, daughter of John and Ann Ludby," Sarah Ludby and Peter Haslett Birth & Marriage 

information, Sarah McCormick Personal Files; Privately held by McCormickSarahNell1, [Contact Address for 

Private Use]. 

http://familysearch.org/
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part of this State”.14 To date, I have been unable to locate any record of a John Ludby purchasing 

land south of Cook County. John had “left New York to locate on them and arrived in Chicago 

with his family in 1833” but “after looking around, concluded to go no further, having formed the 

belief that Chicago was bound to become an important point.”15 

 

Landing in Chicago and the First Months 

“Why, mamma, I can’t see Chicago; I don’t see any chimneys.”16 

“The Indians were then numerous in this neighborhood, and sometimes friendly and 

sometimes not, and as there were only 13 residences all told, it may well be conceived 

that the whites were then living in the enemy’s country, and loaded pistols beneath their 

pillows formed the regular programme.”17 

 

These quotes from the obituary of Mary Ann and another of John and Ann’s daughter’s, Rachel, 

highlight two major realities of the Chicago that the Ludbys encountered when they arrived: 

 

1. The hamlet of Chicago (it wasn’t even a formal town yet) was tiny, at least with regard to 

its European population. 

2. The opening chapter of the explosive growth of Chicago, as in many North American cities, 

was inexorably linked to the all-but-forced expulsion of the Native American population 

from their lands. 

 

Upon their landing in Chicago, the Ludbys were without immediate housing. Again, from an 

account in Rachel’s obituary, Rachel, and presumably the rest of the family, “spent the first night 

within the inclosure of Fort Dearborn, and although her bed was of straw, she felt its restfulness a 

delicious change from the tossing on the waves”.18 

 

A Judge, John Dean Caton, who arrived in Chicago near the end of June of that year wrote, “There 

were then not two hundred people here. I was an old resident of six weeks’ standing before two 

hundred and fifty inhabitants could be counted to authorize a village incorporation under the 

general laws of the state …. Chicago had no streets except on paper; the wild grass grew and the 

wildflowers bloomed where the courthouse square was located; the pine woods bordered the lake 

north of the river, and the east side of both branches of the river were clothed with dense shrubbery 

forests to within a few feet of their junction. Then the wolves stole from these covers by night and 

prowled through the hamlet, hunting for garbage around the back doors of our cabins.”19  Shortly 

after the Ludbys arrival in Chicago in June, “a Mr. J.P. Hatheway made a survey and took a census 

of the hamlet and reported that there were 43 houses and less than 100 men, women, and children 

 
14 "Death of Mrs. Elam," Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, 2 October 1895, p. 3, c. 1, 

(https://www.newspapers.com/image/34193813 : accessed 26 Jan 2018), Obituary for Rachel Ludby Elam. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid. 
17 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, 14 September 1889. 
18 "Death of Mrs. Elam," Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 2 October 1895. 
19 Goodspeed, The University of Chicago Biographical Sketches, pp. 149-156.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/34193813


Chicago Genealogical Society             Vol. 52 No. 2 Winter 2020  

 

39 

 
 

in them. John S. Wright also took a census in 1833 and his statement coincides with that of Mr. 

Hatheway.”20 

 

That first June was to be a busy time for the Ludbys. While there is no record of where they spent 

their first several weeks in Chicago, by the end of June, John had acquired land and built a house. 

From the 1835 Affidavit of John’s son William Ludby to the Chicago City Council in Support of 

John Ludby’s Claim for Wharfing Privileges, “John Ludby employed a person … to build a house 

…  for which John paid the sum of Forty Dollars. That said house … was erected about the last of 

June 1833. … That his father enclosed said lot with a stake and brush fence And made a garden 

therein”.21 The Ludby’s house was built on portions of Lot 4 in Block 7 which placed it on the east 

bank of the north branch of the Chicago River just south of where Kinzie Street runs today.22 What 

is interesting is that this location was uncivilized even by Chicago standards at the time. Again, 

from the biographical sketch of Silas Cobb, when he arrived in 1833, “On the north of the river 

was the log house of the Kinzies, the pioneer settlers, with the huts of two half breeds and others 

near-by.”23 

 

Mary Ann’s obituary supplies additional detail about this time. “At that time all the North side was 

covered with dense woods in which the deceased and her sister were once lost, and very badly 

 
20 Ibid. 
21 "Affidavit of William Ludby in Support of John Ludby's Claim for Wharfing Privileges," 24 November 

1835, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833- 1871.” Evidence of John Ludby living in Chicago in June 1833. 
22 Ibid. James Thompson (Chicago, Illinois), Thompson's Plat of 1830, Lot 4 in Block 7; digital images, 

Encyclopedia of Chicago (http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/11175.html  : accessed 27 Aug 2019). 
23 Goodspeed, The University of Chicago Biographical Sketches, pp. 149-156.   

Deposition of William Ludby on wharfing privileges dated 24 November 1835 

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/11175.html
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scared by wildcats. The woods were also filled with wolves, a woman on one occasion being 

attacked and eaten by wolves, her remains only being recognized by the scraps of her shawl being 

discovered in the woods.”24  

 

With the rapid changes occurring in Chicago, John Ludby apparently had no trouble finding some 

work early on. Again, from Mary Ann’s obituary, “The deceased father helped to build the famous 

Green Tree Tavern.”25 While there are no other documents that corroborate this account, the timing 

is plausible. From Silas Cobb’s biographical sketch, “The first frame house built in Chicago seems 

to have been the Green Tree Tavern, and James Kinzie was just starting it when young Cobb, 

without a cent in his pocket, landed in the village”.26  Silas Cobb was hired to boss the job and 

there would certainly have been a need for additional labor.27 

 

John and Ann Ludby’s daughter, Rachel at the age of 16, “lived on the north side of the river until 

her marriage to her first husband, William Bennett, July 4, 1833, when the young couple settled 

on a farm where the Sherman House now stands.”28 “The ceremony took place in the Kinzie House 

and was performed by Squire Hamilton.”29  It is interesting to note the Sherman House in 1895 

would have been located on the current site of the James R. Thompson Center at Clark and 

Randolph in downtown Chicago.30 

 

The summer of 1833 must have passed quickly for the Ludbys. Housing, food and getting their 

bearings would likely have consumed most of their time. The marriage of their 16-year-old 

daughter, Rachel, to William Bennett in July would likely have been an important event for the 

Ludby family although there are no records to describe the festivities. 

 

What must have preoccupied Civic life during the summer were the upcoming treaty talks between 

the US federal government and the Potawatomi which would change the Illinois and Chicago 

landscape forever. In the spring of 1832 “came rumors which blighted all hopes of a renewal of 

the tide of emigration early in the season”.31 Black Hawk and his tribe crossed the Mississippi and 

were apparently looking to reoccupy their old village and territory along the Rock River. The 

federal government dispatched troops under the command of General Winfield Scott and when 

word spread that the dreaded Asiatic cholera was on board the troop-carrying ships the “sojourners 

who, a few weeks before had fled from the Indian, now fled with more precipitate haste and terror 

from the deadly pestilence that had entered their place of refuge.”32 Within ten days of the arrival 

 
24 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, 14 September 1889. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Goodspeed, The University of Chicago Biographical Sketches, pp. 149-156.  
27 Ibid. 
28 "Mrs. Rachel Elam Dangerously Ill.," Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, 25 September 1895, p. 5, c. 6, (www. 

newspapers.com/image/349469197 : accessed 27 Apr 2019), Her Death Is Expected to Occur at Any Hour. 
29 "Death of Mrs. Elam," Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 2 October 1895. 
30 Terry Gregory, "Sherman House III," Chicagology, (https://chicagology.com/rebuilding/rebuilding004/  : accessed 

17 Jul 2019). Reference to Rachel Ludby and William Bennett farm. 
31 Alfred Theodore Andreas, History of Chicago from the Earliest Period to the Present Time - Volume I, (1884; 

Reprint from Googlebooks, Chicago, Illinois: A.T. Andreas, Reprinted 1975), pp. 117-122. Background on Black 

Hawk Uprising of 1832. 
32 Ibid. 

https://chicagology.com/rebuilding/rebuilding004/
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of Scott’s troops “a hundred dead soldiers were silently carried without the gates and hastily laid 

to their final rest, in a common grave, without coffin, or other shroud than the soldier’s blanket in 

which he had gone to his last sleep”.33 It was likely the remains of these men that Mary Ann Ludby 

sighted on her arrival on the Atlanta. 

 

 The end of the Black Hawk War meant the end of the title of all the Sac and Fox Indian lands east 

of the Mississippi. Although “the Chippewas, Ottawas and Potawatomies still held their title to the 

land of northeastern Illinois and southern Wisconsin … it was necessary, in order to open up the 

civilization of the lands ceded by the other tribes lying west and northwest, that the Indian title to 

this vast tract of land lying along the western shore of Lake Michigan should be extinguished”.34  

After the defeat of Black Hawk the tribes faced the inevitable. The treaty they signed “gave up 

their lands and agreed for certain considerations, the most of which did not redound to their profit, 

to cede all their lands to the Government, and to leave forever their homes and the graves of their 

fathers for a land far toward the setting sun, which they had never seen and of which they knew 

nothing”.35 It was this reality that provided the Ludbys, and the soon to be, thousands of other 

settlers,  the opportunity to acquire land and to build the city that would become Chicago. 

 

We have insights into the relationship between the Native and European Americans from the 

obituaries of Mary Ann and Rachel. In Mary Ann’s obituary it was noted that she was “full of 

interesting memories of the days that led up to the Indian treaty, when the only alternative for a 

massacre seemed a treaty of peace.”36 Rachel’s obituary shared a more personal perspective as she 

described her recollection of the early days. “There were but few white people here when first she 

came, and, as her father settled a little out of what was then called town, most of her neighbors 

were Indians and she quickly acquired their language and could speak it when she died. She 

sometimes had trouble with them, especially when her husband was away, but they soon learned 

to fear as well as respect her, for she had learned the use of the rifle. But her entire course to them 

was of kindness and for the food she often gave them she was more than repaid by deer and other 

game which they would bring to her.”37 

Land 

 “No. 1676 LAND OFFICE, at Danville Illinois December 27, 1834 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, That in pursuance of the Law, John Ludby and William 

Bennett of Cook County, State of Illinois on this day purchased at the Register of this 

Office, the lot or South East quarter of the section number thirty two, in the township 

number Forty North of range number Fourteen East containing One hundred sixty acres, 

at the rate of One dollar and twenty five cents per acre, amounting to two hundred dollars 

and --- cents, for which the said John Ludby & William Bennett have made payment in 

full as required by law.”38 

 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid. 
36 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, 14 September 1889. 
37 "Death of Mrs. Elam," Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 2 October 1895. 
38 "Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Land Entry Files, Danville, Illinois, 1834," Land Entry File No. 

1676, John Ludby and William Bennett; citing National Archives and Records Administration. Purchased 27 

December 1834. 
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With the Chicago Treaty signed on September 26, 1833 and ratified by the Senate on May 22, 

1834, it was only a matter of time before there was a land boom.39 Only 3 months had elapsed 

since the Ludbys had arrived when the treaty was signed and, while John had built a house on land 

he pre-empted on the north branch of the Chicago River, he clearly had larger plans. During the 

winter of 1833 John “went south to look at lands in the Military tract.”40 The Illinois Military Tract 

had been set aside by the United States Government to be used as Bounty Land for veterans of the 

War of 1812 and, while I have found no records to indicate he made a purchase there, it was clear 

that he was intent on acquiring more land. 

 

John was a Tallow Chandler by trade.41 With an eye toward the completion of the new canal linking 

the Chicago River to the river systems of the Midwest, John understood the importance of being 

situated on the river for his business and “that said house was built and intended for a Tallow 

 
39 Andreas, History of Chicago from the Earliest Period to the Present Time, p. 124. Treaty of Chicago 1833. 
40 "Affidavit of William Ludby in Support of John Ludby's Claim for Wharfing Privileges," 24 November 

1835, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871.” Evidence of John Ludby living in Chicago in June 1833.  
41 New York Naturalization Index (Soundex), 1792-1906," database with images, FamilySearch 

(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVTW-3QG8   : 13 February 2015), John Ludby, 1830; citing New York, 

New York, United States, Index to Naturalization Petitions filed in Federal, state and local court in New York, 1792-

1906, NARA microfilm publication M1674 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 

n.d.), roll 147; FHL microfilm 1,420,413. 

Land Entry File No. 1676, John Ludby and William Bennett, purchased 27 December 1834 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVTW-3QG8
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Chandler Shop”.42 This plan fell through, however, when “one William Bennett without any 

authority to the knowledge or belief of deponent Sold said premises & by advice and persuasion 

induced this said deponent to Sign some writing which deponent misunderstood was to convey 

away said lot to Daniel Elston”.43 While it is not made explicitly clear, it is likely this was John’s 

new son-in-law William Bennett. Apparently, John “was detained for several weeks” and William 

Bennett “supposed that John Ludby was dead” and that Mr. Bennett used the proceeds from the 

sale of the river property “which he applied to the payment of his own debts”.44 In Daniel Elston’s 

Claim to the Chicago City Council on November 23, 1835 to Lot 4 in Block 7, he indicated that 

“he purchased the Right of Property (it being a Log House) belonging to one Ludby and Bennett 

– situated on the Bank of the North Branch of the Chicago River” and “and enclosed the said 

House on Lot 4 on Block 7 and registered the same at the office of Col. Hamilton.” A month later 

“my fence was pulled down around the said Lot and a log house partly built thereon unknown to 

me”.45   

 

John was expanding his horizons and started looking at new properties along the north and south 

branches of the Chicago River which would suit his purposes. While not specifically stated, there 

would probably be a speculative aspect to any purchase he might make as land prices started to 

escalate quickly as the Town of Chicago started to grow. On December 27, 1834 at the Danville 

Office of the Bureau of Land Management, John Ludby purchased two parcels of land, both of 

which included river access. One parcel, for 160 acres at $1.25 per acre, was located on the north 

branch of the Chicago River and bounded by the present streets of North Avenue, Halsted Street, 

Armitage Avenue and Racine Avenue and it appears relations between John and William Bennett 

must have settled down as this was a co-purchase between them.46 A deposition taken in Chicago 

of John Ludby and William Bennett dated September 27, 1834, claimed that in “the Year 1833 

they enclosed one acre of Land By a fence and Cultivated the Same in Corn Potatoes Beans Peas 

& other garden vegetables on the East Quarter of Section Thirty two Township 40 North Range 

fourteen East of the Third Principal Meridian in the State of Illinois and further Saith that they 

erected three Dwelling Houses on the Same and further State, that they have continued in 

Possession Ever Since and was (sic) Residing on Said Land on the Nineteenth of June Eighteen 

hundred and Thirty four.”47 

 

On the same day John and William purchased the north side land, John purchased a second parcel, 

80 acres at $1.25 per acre which was located on the south fork of the south branch of the Chicago 

River and was bounded by the present streets of 35th Street, S. Benson Street, 31st Street and 

 
42 "Affidavit of William Ludby in Support of John Ludby's Claim for Wharfing Privileges," 24 November 1835, 

“Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871.” Evidence of John Ludby living in Chicago in June 1833. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid.  
45 "Claim of Daniel Elston to Wharfing Privilege Lot 4, B.7.," File Year 1835/35, File 0236E, Month Day 00/00, 

“Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871,” Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD), Northeastern 

Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 
46 "Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Land Entry Files, Danville, Illinois, 1834," Land Entry File No. 

1676, John Ludby and William Bennett. Purchased 27 December 1834. Gregory A. Boyd, J.D., Family Maps of 

Cook County, Illinois: Deluxe Edition (Norman, Oklahoma : Arphax Publishing Company, 2006, 2010), Map Group 

14, pp. 242-251. John Ludby and William Bennett Land Maps T40-N, R14-E, 3rd PM Meridian. 
47 Ibid. 
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Ashland Avenue. John Ludby was the sole owner of this property and it was possible this tract of 

land where he ultimately established his business.48 Interestingly, this fork of the Chicago River 

would become known as the infamous “Bubbly Creek” with the expansion of the Stockyards just 

south and east of the area. The Norris’ Chicago Directory for 1847 & 1848 shows John Ludby 

living in the 2nd Ward along the South Branch of the Chicago River and his occupation as “Soap 

and Oil Man”.49  

 

The year 1835 would be a busy and tumultuous one for the Ludbys. On February 9, 1835, less than 

2 months after purchasing the land on the north branch of the Chicago River, “John and wife and 

Bennett and wife conveyed the entire quarter-section, by warranty deed, to Archibald Clybourn. 

February 20th, 1835, Clybourn and his wife conveyed to John Ludby, by warranty deed, ten acres 

of the quarter, situated on the northeast side of the north branch of the Chicago river, and described 

in the deed as follows: ‘Beginning on the south line of said section, at a point two rods west from 

the east bank or margin of said north branch of said river; running thence east 40 rods; thence north 

40 rods; thence west to the east bank of said north branch; thence southerly, along the margin of 

said north branch to the place of beginning.” If this seems confusing, apparently so did a lot of 

other people ultimately resulting in a lawsuit that was not resolved until 1879!50  

 

Later in 1835, the Chicago Democrat  reported “George Adams of the firm Ludby & Adams died 

on September 1, 1835 at the age of 35”.51 A George Adams, butcher, had been John Ludby’s 

witness for his naturalization as a US Citizen in New York City in 1830 and it is possible that he 

and John connected up in Chicago as the Butcher and Tallow Chandler businesses were 

complementary.52 After George Adam’s death, John Ludby placed several advertisements in the 

Chicago Democrat on September 30, October 14 and October 28, 1835 announcing the opening of 

his own “Soap and Candle Manufactory.” It indicated “the subscriber has opened a shop on Lake 

Street a few doors above the New York House, where he will have constantly for sale, Sperm and 

Dip’d Candles of the first quality. Also, Hard and Soft Soap, and Neats Foot Oil, which he will 

sell for cash, or exchange for Ashes, Grease or Fat, on the most reasonable terms.”53  With the loss 

 
48 "Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Land Entry Files, Danville, Illinois, 1834," Land Entry File No. 

1676, John Ludby and William Bennett. Purchased 27 December 1834. Boyd, Family Maps of Cook County, Map 

Group 17, pp. 310-323. John Ludby Land Maps T39-N, R14-E, 3rd PM Meridian. 
49 Norris & Gardiner, "Norris' Chicago Directory, for 1847 & 1848," (Chicago, Illinois: Geer & Wilson, Book and 

Job Printers, Daily Journal's Establishment, 1846), p. 52. John Ludby. 
50 James B. Bradwell, Reports of The Decisions of the Appellate Courts of the State of Illinois - Volume IV, Google 

Books (Chicago, Illinois: Chicago Legal News Company, 1880), pp. 542-547. The Ludby Acres decision. 
51 “Died,” Chicago Democrat, Chicago, Illinois, 2 September 1835, p. 3. c. 1. Microfilm Newspapers Collection. 

"Chicago Democrat, January 21, 1835 thru May 11, 1836 (damaged)," Harold Washington Library, Chicago, 

Illinois. Death notice for George Adams. 
52 "New York Naturalization Index (Soundex), 1792-1906," John Ludby, 1830. 
53 “Soap & Candle Manufactory”, Chicago Democrat, Chicago, Illinois, 30 September 1835, p.3, c. 2, Microfilm 

Newspaper Collection. “Chicago Democrat, January 21, 1835 thru May 11, 1836 (damaged)," Harold 

Washington Library, Chicago, Illinois. “Soap & Candle Manufactory”, Chicago Democrat, Chicago, Illinois, 14 

October 1835, p.3, c. 2, Microfilm Newspaper Collection. Chicago Democrat, January 21, 1835 thru May 11, 1836 

(damaged)," Harold Washington Library, Chicago, Illinois. “Soap & Candle Manufactory”, Chicago Democrat, 

Chicago, Illinois, p.3, c.2, 28 October 1835, Microfilm Newspaper Collection. Chicago Democrat, January 21, 1835 

thru May 11, 1836 (damaged)," Harold Washington Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
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of his business partner, John was apparently in need of a new source for the raw materials required 

to run his business. 

 

Finally, the year closed out with the Chicago City Council siding with Daniel Elston on the claims 

and counter claims between he and John Ludby regarding the Lot 4 in Block 7 parcel. Shortly 

afterwards Elston and his partner, Charles Cleaver, submitted their claim “to Wharfing Privileges, 

junction North Branch and Main stream Chicago Lots 3 + 4 B.7.” where they intended to build 

their “Soap Manufactory”.54 

 

Settling Down – 1836-1840 

“First City Election. – At a meeting held by the Board on March 31 it was resolved to 

hold an election for city officers on the first Tuesday of May, the polling places being as 

follows: First Ward, Eagle Hotel; Second Ward, Lincoln’s Coffee House; Third Ward, 

house of Charles Taylor; Fourth Ward, Chicago Hotel (Cox’s); Fifth Ward, Canal Office; 

Sixth Ward, Franklin House.”55 

 

For the remainder of the decade, the Ludbys would settle into their new hometown and their 

children would set out on their own paths. In March of 1837, John Ludby received the physical 

Land Patents for the 2 properties he had acquired in 1834.56 In May of that year John cast his vote 

for Mayor in the first City of Chicago election for John H. Kinzie. He was one of the 59 voters 

from the 4th Ward who cast ballots that day which saw William B. Ogden win by a wide margin. 

The 4th Ward was bounded on the east by the north and south branches of the Chicago River, on 

the south by Randolph, on the west by the city boundary and on the north by North Avenue.57 It is 

not clear exactly where the Ludbys were living in the 4th Ward at this time. The property they 

owned on the north branch of the Chicago River would have been just north of North Avenue. In 

Mary Ann’s obituary, it was mentioned that John Ludby “pre-empted the piece of land now known 

as Ogden’s Grove”.58 However, this land would have been on the east side of the north branch of 

the river, not on the west side where the 4th Ward was located. It is possible he was living on West 

Water street between Randolph and Lake which would have been in the 4th Ward as his son-in-

law, Peter Haslett, was identified as living there in the 1843 Chicago Directory, but this is only 

speculation.59  In any event, the John and Ann Ludby family were residing somewhere in the 4th 

Ward in 1837. 

 
54 "Claim of Dan'l Elston and Chas Cleaver to Wharfing Privileges, junction North Branch and main stream Chicago 

River Lots 3 + 4 B.7.," File Year 1835/35 File 0236I Month/Year 00/00, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-

1871,” Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD), Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 
55 Andreas, History of Chicago from the Earliest Period to the Present Time, p. 177.  
56 Bureau of Land Management, “Land Patents,” database with images, Bureau of Land Management, Land 

Records, (https://glorecords.blm.gov : accessed 6 May 2019), John Ludby & William Bennett (Cook County), patent 

certificate 1676, 16 March 1837, Accession Nr: IL0650__.143. Bureau of Land Management, “Land Patents,” 

database with images, Bureau of Land Management, Land Records, (https://glorecords.blm.gov : accessed 6 May 

2019), John Ludby (Cook County), patent certificate 1677, 16 March 1837, Accession Nr: IL0650__.143. 
57 Andreas, History of Chicago from the Earliest Period to the Present Time, p. 178. First Chicago election. 
58 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, 14 September 1889. 
59 "Fergus' Directory of the city of Chicago, Illinois for 1843," Ancestry.com, Ancestry.com 

(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/genealogy-glh20943333/?name=Peter_Haslett&name_x=_px : 

accessed 14 Jul 2019), database of images, "All Directory of the city of Chicago, Illinois for 1843 results for Peter 

https://glorecords.blm.gov/
https://glorecords.blm.gov/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/genealogy-glh20943333/?name=Peter_Haslett&name_x=_px
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There would be one more major land acquisition for John Ludby in this time period. In 1839 it 

was reported that a Peter Ludby had settled on the farm that was later purchased by the County 

and which became the Cook County Poor Farm around 1850.60  In a biographical sketch of William 

Draper, Mary Ann’s husband, it is mentioned that Mary Ann’s father, John Ludby had sold the 

property now known as the Cook County Poor Farm to the County which is more likely as I have 

never been able to locate a Peter Ludby in Chicago during these early years. The Cook County 

Poor Farm would become the infamous Cook County Asylum and Dunning.61 

 

Growing with Chicago - 1841-1895 

 

John Ludby continued to run his Soap and Oil Manufactory on the southwest side of the city.62 

There are several interesting stories of John’s life in Chicago in the 1840’s which merit mention. 

The following accounts are from Chicago City Council Proceeding records: 

 

Report of Committee on Judiciary on Petition of John Ludby for Compensation for Loss of 

Two Horses Which Fell into the River Through Holes Cut in the Ice63 

 

In January of 1846, John Ludby petitioned the Chicago City Council for compensation “having 

sustained a heavy loss of a pair of Horses to the Value of one hundred dollars & upwards through 

the neglect of Person cutting of ice from the River within the Jurisdiction of this City and there not 

having complyed (sic) with the City ordinance My Horses were drowned”. John requested 

compensation and went on to say “I am far advanced in years & ill able to bear the loss therefore” 

and begged “compliance & will remain a grateful Citizen”. The City Council referred the Petition 

to the Committee on Judiciary which reported “that it is the duty of the Street Commissioner and 

the Committee on Streets and bridges to see that the Chicago River – the great thoroughfare and 

highway of the City – is kept clear of obstructions, when navigable, and when enclosed with ice, 

to see that no holes are cut through the ice unless proper protection is put around the holes when 

cut”. The Committee went on to say that “there is an Ordinance of the City, making it a penal 

offense for any person or persons to cut holes in the ice of the Chicago River… that proper 

authorities or Officers should ascertain who the persons are who cut the holes” and “inasmuch, as 

by the neglect of the proper Officers to see that the proper protection around a hole or holes cut in 

the ice” that “Mr. Ludby has lost a pair of horses”. There was a reference to a proposed order 

which is crossed out, so it is unclear how this issue was resolved. It certainly would have been one 

of the earliest complaints about potholes, at least on the Chicago River, in the City of Chicago, but 

definitely not the last. 

 
Haslett," p. 61; citing Fergus, Robert. Directory of the city of Chicago, Illinois for 1843, (Chicago: Fergus Print Co., 

1896.) 
60 A.T. Andreas, History of Cook County Illinois: From the Earliest to the Present Time. Complete in One Volume 

(Chicago, Illinois: A.T. Andreas, 1884), pp. 478 and 483. Peter Ludby settles on farm in S18 T40N R13E. 
61 Andreas, History of Cook County Illinois: From the Earliest to the Present Time, p. 881. Under William Draper 

biography - John Ludby sells farm to Cook County. 
62 Norris & Gardiner, "Norris' Chicago Directory, for 1847 & 1848," p. 52. John Ludby. 
63 "Report of Committee on Judiciary on Petition of John Ludley for Compensation for the Loss of Two Horses 

Which Fell into the River Through Holes Cut in the Ice," 28 January 1846, Filing Year 1846/46 File 2927A 

Month/Day 01/02, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871,” Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD), 

Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 
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Report on Committee on Police Petition of John Ludby for Appointment as City 

Scavenger”64 

 

In an interesting diversion from his normal occupation, on April 23, 1847, John submitted a 

petition to the City Council “to call your Honorable attention to certain evils which many Citicens 

(sic) labor under in not fully complying with a certain City Ordinance (viz.) That which relates to 

throwing or depositing in the Streets any Vegetable or Animal Matter”. In addition to the throwing 

of garbage in the streets, John noted “another evil arising from the above violation of Law being 

alurements (sic) for Cattle & Hogs or by owners of them to be fed in the Streets to the great 

anoyance (sic) of Citicens (sic) and Countrymen with Produce”. In order to alleviate this evil, John 

“would beg of your Honorable Body to take into consideration the following remedy for the 

existing evil. That A Bell Man or Men with Carts or Waggons (sic) who shall be subject to the 

direction of Street Commissioners or City Marshal for all necessary information appertaining to 

time, and Streets for collecting. Also, that Citicens (sic) may in due time aprised (sic) of the 

approach of the Cart or Waggon (sic) by the Bell & to receive from whosoever shall hand or 

convey into the aforesaid Cart or Waggon (sic) any Vegetable or Animal Matter.” And as one 

might have expected, John suggested “to your honorable body the he would be willing to undertake 

the collecting or receiving the aforesaid collections at some convenient distance and allowing the 

worth thereof or as your honorable body may generously determine”. It appears John was creating 

a “win-win” situation where the City would alleviate its garbage problem while John would 

acquire needed resources for his Soap and Oil business. On April 30, 1847 the Committee on 

Police reported back to the City Council that “in their opinion it would improve the health of the 

City to have the refuse of families taken from the City” and “would therefore recommend that a 

scavenger be appointed and the City Attorney draw an ordinance defining his duty.” I have found 

no evidence that John Ludby was appointed scavenger and so it remains an open question. 

 

As John entered his 60’s it appears he slowed down. It is not known what happened to his Soap 

and Candle Manufactory, but by the early 1860’s John was operating a Saloon and Newspaper & 

Periodicals Depot at 220 Randolph and then lived with his daughter Rachel for a number of years 

at 217 3rd Avenue until his death in 1872.65 According to the death notice in the January 25, 1872 

Chicago Tribune, John Ludby died on January 24, 1872 and funeral services were held in Rachel’s 

home.66 John’s Report of Death of January 26, 1872 stated the disposition of his body was to 

 
64 "Report of Committee on Police Petition of John Ludby for Appointment as City Scavenger."  23 April 1847, 

Filing Year 1847/47 File 3848A Month/Day 04/23, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871,” Illinois 

Regional Archives Depository (IRAD), Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 
65 T.M. Halpin, "Halpin & Bailey's Chicago City Directory for the Year 1862-63:" (Chicago, Illinois: Halpin & 

Bailey, Publishers, 1862), p. 250, John Ludby. T.M. Halpin & Co., "D.B. Cooke & Co's Chicago City Directory, 

For the Year 1860-61." (Chicago, Illinois: D. B. Cooke & Co., Publishers, Booksellers and Stationers, 1860), p. 438. 

John Ludby. 
66 "Died," Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, 25 January 1872, p. 6, c. 4. Death notice for John Ludby. 
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Graceland but he was not buried there until April 6, 1872 where he rests beside his wife Ann and 

their daughter Sarah Ludby Haslett in the family plot.67 

 

There is no documentation regarding the delay in John’s burial, but according to staff from 

Graceland Cemetery, they “did, at that time, have holding vaults, and it is possible (if not probable) 

that his body was held there during those months in question. It is possible that his body was in 

storage, awaiting burial, due to harsh winter weather. The ground may have been frozen solid at 

that time, precluding the burial of Mr. Ludby's body and the cemetery staff would have first 

needed the ground to thaw before they could bury Mr. Ludby's remains.”68 

 

There is very little in the written record about Ann Ludby. Making 2 significant moves, one from 

England to the United States in 1819 with 3 children aged 4,3 and 15 months and then another 

major relocation from New York City to Chicago in 1833 with 5 children aged 18, 17, 15, 11 and 

10 years old would have been a huge challenge. What we do know is that all 5 of these children 

survived, married and raised their own families. Ann died on October 7,1865.69 It is not clear where 

she was originally buried but was reinterred with her daughter Sarah Ludby Haslett on May 21, 

1869 in the family plot at Graceland Cemetery.70 

 

Sophia Ludby married Hiram Buell, a farmer in Kane County, Illinois likely in the mid to late 

1830’s based on the age of their eldest son, David, who was 11 years old at the time of the 1850 

US Census. They had 4 of their own children and one adopted daughter according to the 1850 and 

1880 US Censuses.71  Based on a Find A Grave memorial, Hiram and Sophia’s 4 children survived 

 
67  Illinois, Cook, Report of Death, registration no. 1-61-6, (26 January 1872), John Ludby; Cook County Clerk's 

Office, Chicago, Illinois. Graceland Cemetery (Chicago, Illinois) to Thomas Haslett, Plot Card Image, 1869 thru 

1942, Ludby, Appleton, Perry Burial Plot. 
68 Graceland Cemetery (Chicago, Illinois) to Thomas Haslett, E-mail, 22 July 2019, information regarding John 

Ludby burial delay. 
69 "Died," Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, 9 October 1865, p. 4, c. 7, 

(https://www.newspapers.com/image/466091498   : accessed 26 Aug 2019), Death notice for Ann Ludby with date 

of death 7 October 1865. 
70 Graceland Cemetery, Plot Card Image, 1869 thru 1942, Ludby, Appleton, Perry Burial Plot. 
71 1850 U.S. census, DeKalb County, Illinois, population schedule, Sycamore Township, p. 393 (stamped), dwelling 

143, family 150, Hiram Buell household; digital image, FamilySearch.org (www.familysearch.org : accessed 4 

August 2005); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 104. Hiram Buell, Sophia Buell, David Buell, Elizabeth Buell, 

Charles Buell. 1880 U.S. census, DeKalb County, Illinois, population schedule, Sycamore Township, enumeration 

district [ED] 45, p. 4, dwelling 33, family 33, Hiram Buell household; digital image, FamilySearch.org 

John Ludby Death Notice, 25 January 1872 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/466091498
http://www.familysearch.org/
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to adulthood. Sophia died in 1891 and is buried with her husband in the South Burlington Cemetery 

in Burlington, Illinois.72 

 

As mentioned earlier, Rachel Ludby “lived on the north side of the river until her marriage to her 

first husband, William Bennett, July 4, 1833, when the young couple settled on a farm where the 

Sherman House now stands”.73 The State of Illinois building now stands on this site at Randolph 

and Clark.74 Rachel and William Bennett had 2 sons, William  and Henry.75  “After the death of 

Mr. Bennett his widow married James H. Appleton on Christmas day, 1842. Of this union there 

were three children, George, Daniel, and James T. Appleton.”76 And finally, it was noted that 

“After the death of Mr. Appleton the widow married William Elam, who died in 1861, leaving no 

children”.77   

 

Mary Ann Ludby married William Draper, a farmer in Leyden Township, in 1840 where they had 

6 children.78 She died on August 5, 1889 and was survived by her husband William. The “funeral 

occurred at Park Ridge Aug.7, and was largely attended by early settlers”.79  

 

William Ludby resided in Chicago until 1850 where he plied his trade as a butcher. The first 

mention of his occupation was in July of 1846 when he petitioned to open a butcher shop on 

“Randolph street on the north side of the South branch bridge on both sides of the river, to be used 

as Market stands”.80 His petition was denied as this would cut off access to the river for the people 

not physically located on the river.81 He was operating a butcher stall in the State Street Market in 

early 1850 but appeared to be ready for a big move. In May of that year William petitioned the 

City Council “that he may be released from his contract Entered into on the first of January 1850 

between the city & himself for the Market Stall No. 12 in State St. market by paying the rent up to 

June 1st next”.  The Committee on Markets to whom the petition was directed by the City Council 

“would report in favor of granting the prayer of the petitioner.”82 And a report by the Market Clerk 

 
(www.familysearch.org  : accessed 4 August 2005), citing NARA microfilm T9, roll 202. Hiram Buell, Sophia 

Buell, Martha Buell, adopted daughter. 
72 Find a Grave, database and images (https://findagrave.com : accessed 16 July 2019), memorial page for Sophia 

Buell (1815-1891), Find A Grave Memorial no. 45436509, citing South Burlington Cemetery, Burlington, Kane 

County, Illinois, USA; maintained by Larry60109 (contributor 46513926). 
73 "Mrs. Rachel Elam Dangerously Ill.," Chicago Tribune, 25 September 1895. 
74 Gregory, "Sherman House III." Reference to Rachel Ludby and William Bennett farm. 
75 "Death of Mrs. Elam," Chicago Daily Inter Ocean, 2 October 1895. 
76 Ibid. 
77 Ibid. 
78 Andreas, History of Cook County Illinois: From the Earliest to the Present Time. Complete, p. 881. Under 

William Draper biography - John Ludby sells farm to Cook County. 
79 "Mary Ann Draper," The Chicago Inter Ocean, 14 September 1889. 
80 "Report of Committee on Wharfs and Public Grounds on Petition of Alexander Clements to Lease a Portion of the 

End of Randolph St. and Petition of William Ludby to Lease a Lot for a Butcher's Shop." 28 August 1846, Filing 

Year 1846/46 File 3343A Month/Day 08/28, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871,” Illinois Regional 

Archives Depository (IRAD), Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 
81 Ibid. 
82 "Report of Committee on Markets on Petition of William Ludley to be Released from His Lease of State St. 

Market Stall No. 12," Filing Year 1850/50 File 6154A Month/Day 05/25, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-

1871,” Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD), Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 

http://www.familysearch.org/
https://findagrave.com/
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on June 7, 1850 to the Chicago City Council reported that “Wm Ludby Butcher who Leased and 

occupied Stall No 12 in the State St Market has left the City. The undersigned learns that he has 

left for California and that he would recommend that the Stall be declared vacated”.83 A William 

Ludby born in England, aged 49 is found in the 1860 US Census in Sacramento, California with 

his wife Jane of Ireland and daughter Mary, aged 13 born in Illinois.84 Subsequently, in the 1870 

US Census, a William Ludby, aged 52 born in New York and Jane Ludby, aged 40 born in Ireland 

living in Nevada City, California.85 Various voter registrations of this William Ludby indicate he 

was a Butcher by trade.86 While not proof of this being John’s son, there is good reason to believe 

this is the same person. This William Ludby died on March 28 1882 and he is buried in Pine Grove 

Cemetery in California.87 

 

This brings us to the Ludbys youngest daughter, Sarah. Based on a transcript from a family bible, 

Sarah was born on May 31, 1823 in New York City.88 This would have meant she celebrated her 

10th birthday on the Atlanta off the shore of Chicago waiting for the weather to improve. There is 

very little in the record regarding Sarah’s first years in Chicago. According to the family bible 

transcript, Sarah was married on September 29, 1839 to a Peter Haslett who was “born on the 

island of Great Britain in the County of Sussex on the 16th of October in the year of our Lord 

1820”.89  On February 5, 1840 Peter and Sarah had their first child, a son, John Ludby Haslett who 

was born in what appears to have been a particularly harsh winter.90 The February 7, 1840 edition 

of the Chicago American reported that for “some time past” the weather “has been severely cold 

and the snow has covered the ground in greater abundance than ever before known in this place. 

A few days ago on the Fox river the thermometer was 29 degrees below zero. The weather is now 

 
83 "Report of Committee on Markets on William Ludby's Stall at State St. Market," Filing Year 1850/50 File 6215A 

Month/Day 06/14, “Chicago City Council Proceedings, 1833-1871,” Illinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD), 

Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, Illinois. 
84 1860 U.S. census, Sacramento, Sacramento County, California, population schedule, 3rd district, p. 181 (penned), 

dwelling 1547, family 1495, Wm Ludby household; digital image, FamilySearch.org (www.familysearch.org : 

accessed 4 August 2005), citing NARA microfilm publication M653, roll 63. Wm Ludby, Jane Ludby, Mary Ludby. 
85  1870 U.S. census, Nevada County, California, population schedule, Nevada township, p. 9 (penned), dwelling 

141, family 140, Wm Ludby household; digital image, FamilySearch.org (www.familysearch.org : accessed 4 

August 2005), citing NARA microfilm M593, roll 75. Wm Ludby, Jane Ludby. 
86 "California Great Registers, 1866-1910," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNN7-

LW1 : 8 December 2017), William Ludby, 1867; citing Voter Registration, Nevada, Nevada, California, United 

States, county clerk offices, California; FHL microfilm 977,082. "California Great Registers, 1866-1910," 

database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNNW-H3M  : 8 December 2017), William 

Ludby, 1871; citing Voter Registration, Nevada City, Nevada, California, United States, county clerk offices, 

California; FHL microfilm 977,082. "California Great Registers, 1866-1910," database, FamilySearch 

(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNNW-N4N  : 8 December 2017), William Ludby, 1873; citing Voter 

Registration, Nevada City, Nevada, California, United States, county clerk offices, California; FHL microfilm 

977,082. 
87 "Find A Grave Index," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVVZ-NTQQ  : 13 

December 2015), William Ludby, 1882; Burial, Nevada City, Nevada, California, United States of America, Pine 

Grove Cemetery; citing record ID 14128613, Find a Grave, http://www.findagrave.com. 
88 Message stream between THaslett and McCormickSarahNell1, FamilySearch.org, 1 Jul 2017. 
89 Ibid. 
90 Cook County, Illinois, Certificate of Death, registered no. 3, (9 March 1920), John L. Haslett; Cook County 

Clerk's Office, Chicago, Illinois. 

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNN7-LW1
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNN7-LW1
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNNW-H3M
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNNW-N4N
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVVZ-NTQQ
http://www.findagrave.com/
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moderating.”91 According to his obituary in the Chicago Tribune on March 20, 1920, “John Ludby 

Haslett” was “born in Clark street near the river”.92 John L. Haslett’s Certificate of Death in 1920 

identifies his father as Peter Haslett and his mother as Sarah Ludby which corroborates the family 

bible document.93 Things did not go well for Peter and Sarah and by 1860 she was living back with 

her parents but the full story of this 1st generation of Hasletts born in the United States needs to 

wait for another day.94 Sarah died in 1861 and while her original place of burial is unknown, she 

was reinterred with her mother on May 12, 1869 in Graceland Cemetery. Upon his death, John 

Ludby was buried in this same family plot on April 6, 1872. 95  

 

It is through the marriage of Peter Haslett and Sarah Ludby and their son John Ludby Haslett that 

I trace my ancestry to John and Ann Ludby. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
91 “The Weather,” The Chicago American, Chicago, Illinois, 7 February 1840, p. 2 c. 1. Microfilm Newspaper 

Collection. "The Chicago American". Harold Washington Library, Chicago, Illinois. 
92 "Obituary - John Ludby Haslett," Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, 10 March 1920, (http://www.proquest.com  

: accessed 5 May 2017), Obituary for John Ludby Haslett. 
93 Cook County, Illinois, Certificate of Death, registered no. 3 (9 March 1920), John L. Haslett; Cook County Clerk's 

Office, Chicago, Illinois. 
94 1860 U.S. census, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, population schedule, 4th ward, p. 771 (penned), dwelling 1479, 

family 1908, Jno Ludby household; digital image, Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com  : accessed 4 August 2005), 

citing NARA microfilm publication M653, roll 165. Jno Ludby, Ann Ludby, Sarah Haslet. 
95 Graceland Cemetery, Plot Card Image, 1869 thru 1942, Ludby, Appleton, Perry Burial Plot. 

http://www.proquest.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/


Chicago Genealogical Society             Vol. 52 No. 2 Winter 2020  

 

52 

 
 

WWI Chicago Based Army Infantry Company L Seeks Descendants  
by Ron Miller 

 

The Men of L were members of Company L of the Chicago based Illinois National Guard's Second 

Infantry Unit who were mobilized and Federalized in 1917. Company L was augmented by 

draftees who were primarily from Chicago and the Midwest.  Company L was in the 33rd Division 

"The Prairie Division" which was one of the American Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.) led by 

General John 'Black Jack' Pershing.    

 

Infantry soldiers are 'foot soldiers' who march and fight primarily 

with rifles and bayonets.  Company L was a unit in the 3rd Battalion 

of the 132nd Infantry Regiment of the 33rd Division, The Men of L 

fought on the Western Front participating in many of the famous 

battles including the Meuse Argonne and Somme operations.  

 

                        33rd Division Patch 

 

Following the European wars of the 1870's countries wanted to be prepared for future war.  They 

knew they needed the support of other countries to win.  European countries formed alliances, both 

public and secret, to go to war if their ally was attacked.  In 1914 the assassination of a minor 

Serbian official gave Austria-Hungry the excuse for declaring war on Serbia. Because of 

'entangled alliances' all the nations in Europe were obligated to go to war. For more details on the 

causes of WWI see: www.bbc.com/news/magazine-26048324. While the United States was 

neutral, it provided supplies primarily to the Allied Powers. Germany retaliated by sinking 

shipping that killed many US citizens which ultimately caused the US to declare war on Germany 

in April 1917. For more details see: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1914-1920/wwi. The 

German Kaiser wanted to capture Paris and end the war in about 42 days.  They attacked in August 

1914 through neutral Belgium and were stopped in France on what was called 'The Western Front', 

which eventually consisted of extensive trench fortifications. The initial 14,000 American 

Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F) arrived in summer 1917. By May 1918 a million U.S. soldiers 

arrived, with 500,000 serving on the Western Front.  American battle tactics were successful and 

the war ended November 11, 1918. For more details: https://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-

stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/american-expeditionary-forces/.   

 

The Major Allied Powers 

Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Romania, Japan, and the United States 

 

The Central Powers 

Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) 

 

Modern Warfare 

Machine guns, tanks, airplanes, radio communications, chemical weapons 

 

 

 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1914-1920/wwi
https://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/american-expeditionary-forces/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/american-expeditionary-forces/
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Casualties 

All military:  Killed 9 million+, Wounded 21 million+ 

All civilians: Killed and Wounded 10 million 

United States Military: 4,700,000 served 

116,516 Americans killed, 375,000 Casualties 

 

Combat operations of the 132nd Infantry were along the Western Front which was located about 

70 miles north of Paris and extending about 135 miles east. Company L participated in many 

battles including operations at Albert, Mort Homme, Forges, Bois de Fays, Bois de Foret, 

Consenvoye, and Dannevoux.  Battle details, below, attest to the sacrifices the Men of L made 

towards making WWI, "The War To End All Wars'.  Sources: Various operations reports, WWI 

histories, books and articles listed on the Company-L.com website: https://company-

l.com/books/     

 

On the nights of October 6th and 7th, 1918, the 3rd battalion, which included Company L, was 

attached to the U.S. 4th Division and took part in the attack on Bois De Fays. The battalion took a 

position in the shape of a horse shoe, with the enemy on both flanks in Bois de Maulamont.  The 

3rd battalion was exposed to intense artillery and machine gun fire and gas. The battalion 

continued its forward movement, and on the night of October 10 it advanced through Bois de 

Malamont and renewed the attack on October 11, reaching the Bois de Foret which was their final 

objective.  The advancing lines were subject to artillery fire and gas causing the unit to suffer many 

casualties. Hand-to-hand fighting occurred frequently and machine gun nests were numerous and 

strongly placed. Every foot of the advance was contested. The fighting was so fierce that the troops 

could not be provided with proper rations.  Company L had every officer killed or wounded; it was 

commanded by the Company First Sergeant until the objective had been reached. Battalion 

casualties were 38 killed, 315 wounded and gassed. During this battle the battalion captured 

400 Germans. 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant Wesley Foster was killed in action by an 

artillery shell on October 11th, 1918, during the 

battle of Bois De Fays. He was assigned to 

Company L in April 1918. Wesley was 'Regular 

Army' and had served in the Panama Canal Zone, 

the Caribbean, the Philippines, and 

China. Edward Hudson is Wesley's grandnephew 

who has written a book, "The Wanderer: The Story 

of Sgt. Wesley Foster". 

https://www.edwardwhudson.com/   

 

 

 Sergeant Wesley Foster 

Photo: Collection of Ed Hudson, used with permission 

http://company-l.com/
https://company-l.com/books/
https://company-l.com/books/
https://www.edwardwhudson.com/
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After the battle of Bois de Fays the 3rd battalion took positions on the Meuese in the front of 

Donneveaux holding the line until October 21st. On October 24th they were ordered to the Troyon 

Sector about 30 miles southwest of Metz where they stayed until the armistice was 

signed.  Patrols penetrated the towns of St. Hilaire, Bois de Warrville, Bois L'Epinens and 

the southern edges of Buttenville where they encountered contact with the enemy nightly.  At 0545 

on November 11th, 1918, Company L attacked the enemy in Buttneville and drove them to the 

north edge of town.  Later, they received word of the armistice which was signed at the 11th hour, 

of the 11the day, of the 11th month. During this last day of the war Company L suffered 1 killed 

and 6 wounded. 

 

The 'War to end all wars' was over. The regiment was then tasked with caring for released German 

POW's.  They stayed in the Troyon Sector of France until December 7th when they marched to 

Saarburg, Germany, arriving December 15th.  They left December 17th for Luxembourg, arriving 

on the 20th, where they stayed until May 1919 when they departed for their eventual return home 

to Chicago. 

 

 
Company L  

Photo: Collection of Ron Miller, used with permission 

 

Private First-Class Harry Shankman, second row, third from left. Drafted, he was in the fourth 

platoon, Company L. Harry was a motorcycle courier while Company L was in Luxembourg.  He 

was gassed during combat operations and died, age 55, from its effects. Harry Shankman is Ron 

Miller's grandfather. 
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In early May, after being 

"decootied" and issued new 

uniforms, the Men of 

L returned to America, 

sailing from Brest, France 

on the same ship, the 

Mount Vernon, that brought 

them to France almost a 

year earlier. The ship 

manifest listed Company L 

embarked with 3 officers 

and 207 soldiers. 

 

The Mount Vernon 

arrived in New York Harbor 

on May 17, 1919. At Staten 

Island the ship was met by 

the Illinois Governor and 

the famous 33rd Division, 

the "Prairie Division", was 

welcomed home. The 

troops disembarked at 

Hoboken and went to Camp 

Mills, Long Island. 

From there they entrained 

for the return to Illinois. The request for one giant parade in Chicago by the entire Division was 

rejected by the War Department. Instead, the Division demobilized in June 1919 with a parade 

down Chicago's State Street for each of 3 increments of troops on May 27th, 1919. 

 

The Company L doughboys got off the train and marched to Grant Park for a reception and visiting 

with their relatives. At 11 a.m. the parade began. The troops wore their service uniforms and trench 

helmets marked with the 33rd insignia (the yellow cross) and carried rifles, bayonets and 

light packs. After the parade there were banquets held at "Loop" hotels. Then the men proceeded 

to Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois for their honorable discharges.  

 

Survivors of Company L formed a veterans' society in January 1918, when the regiment was in 

Gonderange, Luxembourg. It was believed to be the first association formed after the war 

ended. Sources: Corporal Reuter's personal journal entry and newspaper article, publisher 

unknown, undated, probably 1929.   

 

In Chicago, the Men of L organized as a non-profit fraternal corporation on May 7, 1929. The Men 

of L hosted picnics, dinners, and organizational meetings. Meetings continued for 45 years, until 

1974, when the organization ceased operation due to loss (death) of members. Over four hundred 

soldiers have been identified as having served with Company L.  

                                                                  

Harry Shankman  

Photo: Collection of Ron Miller, used with permission 
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Corporal Lee Reuter  

Photo: Collection of Barbara Metzger, used with permission. 

  

Corporal Lee Reuter was the Company L clerk for most of the war, and also served with the second 

platoon.  He was a member of Company L when it was the Second Infantry Unit, Illinois National 

Guard when he was mobilized for WWI. Lee was a founding member of the post-war Men of L 

organization, serving until his death in 1972.  The shadow box display includes his dog tags and 

medals. 

 

A hundred years after WWI, Navy Commander Ronald Miller (Retired), creator of the Company-

L.com website and grandson of Private First Class Harry Shankman, in conjunction with Edward 

Hudson greatnephew of Sergeant Wesley Foster, and Barbara Metzger daughter of Corporal Lee 

William Reuter, have combined forces and have dedicated themselves to honoring the Men of L 

and their sacrifices. The three met when the website Ron created honoring the service of his 

grandfather was discovered by Barbara (2011), and Ed (2015).  Over the intervening years the idea 

for honoring all the Men of L, telling their story, and finding their descendants became their 

http://company-l.com/
http://company-l.com/
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mission.  The website has a database listing all known soldiers associated with Company L. Our 

goal is finding their descendants. Several have already discovered our website and some have 

donated copies of their ancestor's memorabilia and photos.  Men of L organized again as an Illinois 

non-profit January 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Collection of Barbara Metzger, used with 

permission. 

 

Corporals Louie Kovitz (left) and Lee Reuter (seated), 

France 1918. Both look war-weary.  Note the combat 

chevron on their left sleeves and the wound chevron on 

Corporal Reuter's right sleeve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the website's searchable database are compiled information pertinent to each 

soldier. Documents include the Army Transport List Manifests for the voyage to and from 

France. These often-contained enlisted soldier service numbers which was a new concept for 

administering the large number of soldiers. The manifests also listed next of kin information 

including addresses. Army Morning Reports and Muster Reports contained information relating 

to individual soldier's status and assignments.  Copies of all these documents were obtained from 

the National Archives (NARA) and are available on https://company-l.com/ 

website.  Additionally, the wartime daily life of Company L soldiers are becoming available from 

their personal journals which their descendants are sharing with the Men of L. Some memorable 

extracts from Corporal Lee Reuter's journal: 

 

– I was afraid a siege of the Flu had hit the outfit for the boys were all getting sick and 

had the symptoms.  

– Before the march ended I was all in. I felt rather horrible. My shoes were worn out and 

I felt every stone in the road. My feet were awfully sore and I truly did not expect to make 

it to wherever we were going.  

https://company-l.com/
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– Here we were again billeted in a barn. . . . Lots of straw. . . . Not a particular good 

sleep . . . 3 in a bed. 

– The hill tops in Germany were snow covered. Louie and I hiked around the town then 

over the river and thru Wies and Nennig. Some of the people smiled and spoke. Others 

made faces and we could feel the hate. The little ones were equally divided, some walked 

up to us. Others spit at us. One group shook their fists at one of our planes and were 

wishing him to fall and break his neck. 

– We were billeted in a foul smelling house high up on the hill across from an old prison 

built in 1021 AD.  

– Our moving was due to unsanitary billets. We were now all in houses. I was placed with 

6 in a small, unclean room, which had stove, table and chairs. 

– I wished I could rid myself of cooties for it was most unpleasant to have them always 

crawling on you. Especially crawling and biting when you cannot get at them because of 

so many persons around. But it was a part of life so —— Turned in tired and hoped not 

to move in the morning. 

                                                             

The Men of L are dedicated to the memory and sacrifices of Company 

L soldiers.  Our goal is publicizing the website for finding descendants 

of the Men of L so they may know their battle history and stories of 

their ancestor's sacrifices. We hope members of the Chicago 

Genealogy Society will find ancestors who served with the Men of 

L.  Additionally, the website is designed to educate the public on WWI 

and how it impacted those who served defending our great Nation.  

 

Contact Ron Miller: RonMiller@Company-L.com  (773) 203-5060. 

 

 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a contributor to the  

Chicago Genealogist! 
 

Everyone has a story to tell. Whether it’s about your Chicago ancestor, a Chicagoland place 

your ancestor lived, or your own story of growing up in Chicago, we want to hear from you! 

Submit your story to the Chicago Genealogist, and we may publish it in our upcoming issue.  

 

Email submissions to: 

info@chicagogenealogy.org  

Subject line: Quarterly Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@chicagogenealogy.org
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A Closer Look at the Cover Photograph: Cicero Avenue at Kinzie Street 1907 
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Chicagoans From the Past 

 

 

 

Rose Koppel 

 
Photograph by R.B. Richards, 179 & 181 E. 

Chicago Ave, Chicago. Written on the back in 

pencil “old man Koppel’s sister (Rose Koppel.” 

Possibly a sister to Max Koppel who died in 

Chicago on 28 September 1935, buried in 

Oakwood Cemetery. Max had a daughter named 

Rose. 

 

 

 

 

Marie Jung 

 
Written on the back of this photo in ink “Marie 

Jung Chicago.” Photograph by Stafford & Son, 

Chicago. She possibly could be the daughter of 

William Jung and Josephine Nattermann, Marie 

Emilie Jung born 25 March 1887 in Chicago. In 

the 1900 U.S. Federal Census, she is listed with 

her parents living at 203 Sheffield, Chicago, age 

13.  The Chicago City Directory for 1900 listed 

Stafford & Son at 556 Fullerton Ave. Using the 

1909 street numbering guide to convert these two 

addresses, the Jung family and Stafford & Son 

were less than a mile apart on the Northside.  
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Upcoming CGS Programs 2020 
All Programs are at the Newberry Library at 1:30pm and free unless noted 

 

February 1 - Newspaper Necessities 

 

Newspapers hold an astounding amount of genealogical and local history information other than 

obituaries. Learn how to find the hidden gems in newspapers like adoption notices, cards of thanks, 

society news, tax notices and more. Learn how to locate digital copies of original newspapers as 

well as what online indexes and abstracts exist.  

 

Tina Beaird will be our speaker. She is the owner of Tamarack Genealogy and is the 

Genealogy/Local History Librarian at the Plainfield Illinois Public Library. She lectures 

extensively on military research, Scottish records, and archival preservation. She is a governing 

board director of the Illinois State Genealogical Society, the Northern Illinois Historical League 

and the Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board. Tina volunteers her time with several 

local historical and genealogical societies scanning and indexing historic records. Occasionally, 

Tina finds time to research her own family tree, which she has been pursuing for over 20 years. 
  

March 7 Spit and You Shall Find! atDNA Identifies a Charming Scoundrel 

This entertaining lecture is a case study integrating traditional documentary research and analysis 

of atDNA and X-DNA test results to identify the biological father of Karen's paternal great-

grandmother. Skill demonstration includes: 

• creation of a targeted DNA testing plan 

• reasonably exhaustive research in both documentary and genetic sources 

• correlation of shared DNA among members of a focal study group of genetic matches 

• elimination of competing hypotheses using inferential reasoning 

• X-DNA analysis 

• evaluation of match pedigrees 
 

Karen Stanbary, MA, LCSW, CG, is an author and lecturer focusing on topics related to using 

genetic evidence correlated with documentary evidence to solve genealogical brick walls. She 

holds a Master’s Degree in Clinical Social Work from the University of Chicago and has 

completed advanced graduate study in Social Anthropology at the Colegio de Michoacan, Mexico. 

Her genealogical practice specializes in Midwestern U.S., Chicago, and Mexican research as well 

as complex problem-solving, unknown parentage, and DNA analysis. She is a coordinator and 

faculty member at GRIP, IGHR, and SLIG. She received the NGSQ Award for Excellence for her 

complex evidence case study incorporating traditional documentary research and autosomal DNA 

analysis in the June 2016 issue of the National Genealogical Society Quarterly. Most recently, she 

published “Drowning in DNA? The Genealogical Proof Standard Tosses a Lifeline” in Debbie 

Parker Wayne’s book Advanced Genetic Genealogy: Techniques and Case Studies. She holds the 

credential Certified Genealogist from the Board for Certification of Genealogists where she serves 

as a Trustee and is chair of the standing DNA Committee. 
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Upcoming CGS Programs 2020 
All Programs are at the Newberry Library at 1:30pm and free unless noted 

 
April 4 - Finding Hidden Clues in Old Family Photos      

Craig Pfannkuche, the developer of the CGS’s family photographs database on the CGS website 

https://chicagogenealogy.org/Chicago-Family-Photo-Database will be our speaker. This database 

is a listing of over 1,000 “carte de visite” and “cabinet card” photographs of individuals taken 

(mostly) in Chicago between 1855 and 1915. Only those with the names of individuals written on 

them have been collected.    

Craig will be making a powerpoint illustrated presentation about “Finding Hidden Clues in Old 

Family Photos.”  In the presentation, Craig will show how to date when a family photo was taken 

discussing, for example, the type of photo taken, the type of cardstock on which the photo is pasted, 

line types and revenue stamps on the card, the types of clothing seen on those pictured as well, 

even, hairstyles. Also, the material written on the backs of the photos, most often cartes de visite 

and cabinet cards, can be especially useful in dating photos. He will also show, through the use of 

actual albums, how the positioning of the photos in albums can disclose family relationships. A 

number of actual named Chicago photos will also be passed around for inspection. At the 

conclusion of his remarks, an additional speaker will relate their online photo search success and 

provide information about finding old family photos online. 

Craig is an independent research professional and President of Memory Trail Research, Inc. He 

volunteers for the CGS Board as the Ancestor Certificate Committee Chair and is our awesome 

bus tour guide for our annual genealogical tours. He is also the archivist for the Chicago & North 

Western Historical Society. 

May 2 – Behind-The-Scene Tour of the Pritzker Military Museum & Library 

The Pritzker Military Museum & Library is a center where citizens and service members come 

together to learn about military history and affairs. The Museum & Library features an extensive 

collection of books, programs, artifacts, and rotating exhibits which cover many eras and branches 

of the military. The tour will focus on military history and research. More information about the 

Museum & Library at www.pritzkermilitary.org/.   

CGS will be given a special in-depth 90-minute tour of the museum and library. Online registration 

on the CGS website will be required. Registration will open in late January 2020. Free for CGS 

members and $11.00 for non-members. Registration closes 4/27/20 and no refunds after 4/27/20. 

Group size is limited. 

We will meet at the Pritzker Military Museum & Library, 104 S Michigan Avenue, 2nd Floor, 

Chicago, at 10:15am. 

 

https://chicagogenealogy.org/Chicago-Family-Photo-Database
http://www.pritzkermilitary.org/
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Neither the Quarterly Editor nor the Chicago Genealogical Society can assume 

responsibility for contributors’ errors of fact, and opinions of contributors are not 

necessarily those of the Editor or of CGS. Proven errors of fact will, of course, be corrected.  



Chicago Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1160, Chicago, IL    60690 -1160 

Membership Form 

 

 
 

 
 
The best way to take full advantage of all CGS is to join us online! 
 
Join or renew your membership at: www.chicagogenealogy.org. Pay by credit card to have 
immediate access to all we offer, including our “members only” website. Or you can 
request an invoice to mail in with a check or money order. 
 

No email access? Complete the form below and mail it in with your payment. Make your 
check payable to the: Chicago Genealogical Society and mail to: 
 

Chicago Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 1160, Chicago, IL  60690-1160. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Chicago Genealogical Society has several digitization projects in the works and also 
contributes to the Newberry Library's Genealogy department projects. Please consider 
making a donation to support these projects. 
 
 

$   to the Chicago Genealogical Society.  
$   to the Newberry Library  
These amounts are in addition to membership fees. 
 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rev. 4/2019 

My membership is (check one): New       Renewal 

  Individual, society or library membership ($25.00) 
  Family membership ($30.00 - all members must reside at same address) 
  Life membership   ($250.00) 

Surname: Given Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Telephone Number: Date: 

Email: 

http://www.chicagogenealogy.org/


CHICAGO AND COOK COUNTY ANCESTOR CERTIFICATES 

The Chicago Genealogical Society will issue ancestor certificates to descendants of early residents 

of Chicago or Cook County. There are three categories of Certificates: (1) Pioneer – an ancestor 

who settled in Chicago or Cook County from the city’s founding in 1833 through 8 October 1871 

(Great Chicago Fire), (2) Rebuilder – an ancestor who settled in Chicago or Cook County from 

October 9, 1871 to the end of December 1893 (World’s Columbian Exposition), and (3) 

Progressive – an ancestor who settled in Chicago or Cook County between January 1894 and the 

end of March 1933.  

In documenting your Pioneer, Rebuilder, and Progressive ancestors, you will be helping to 

preserve the records of your family and the history of the Chicago area. 

Applicants need not be residents of Chicago or Cook County or members of the Society. A 

certificate will be issued for each ancestor documented, and submitted as follows. 

1. Complete the Application Form and Direct Lineage Chart as fully as possible. The 

Application Form and Direct Lineage Chart can be printed (or downloaded) from our 

website: http://www.chicagogenealogy.org, and obtained at our meetings. Please use 

maiden names where applicable. If unsure of any dates or information, place a question 

mark after them. 

2. Submit proper documentation. You may include copies of census records, land records, 

birth/marriage/death records, church records and/or burial records (cemetery name and 

location), etc. Do NOT send the original documents. Family Group Sheets will NOT be 

accepted as proper documentation. All applications and copies of supporting documents 

become the property of the Chicago Genealogical Society. 

3. The first certificate costs $25.00 and each subsequent copy of the same ancestor to various 

descendants is $15.00. Send your Application Form, Direct Lineage Chart, proper 

documentation for each Certificate, and a check for the total number of Certificates ordered 

to: 

 

Chicago Genealogical Society 

Attn: Ancestor Certificates 

P.O. Box 1160 

Chicago, IL 60690-1160 

 

You may submit as much additional information about your ancestor as you wish. 

Please consider sending a short narrative of how your ancestor arrived in the Chicago area (by 

wagon, train, water), first residence, or experiences during and after the Great Fire. We may 

publish your story in the Chicago Genealogist. 
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